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is that 12,500,000 people live within a radius of thirty-five miles, making the area by all odds the greatest urban concentration the world has ever known. Newark and Jersey City are, to all intents and purposes except politically, subdivisions of Manhattan; I have heard a Pennsyl-vanian say that even Scranton was "part of New York"; speaking in the broadest way, "New York" includes the whole region from Bridgeport to Trenton and beyond.
Turn now to racial fusions. The best remark I know in this field is from Bryce, that New York "is a European city, but of no particular country." He might of course have said, "but of many countries." Details are well known. For instance two hundred newspapers not in English are published in New York. We have talked about enclaves like Ham-tramck in Detroit. New York is full <of Hamtramcks. More than two million New Yorkers are foreign born; more than two and a half million others are of foreign or mixed parentage. Of the foreign-born the largest group is Italian (more than 400,000), followed closely by Russian (395,-ooo), and with Germany (225,000), Eire (160,000) and Poland (195,000) next. Those of mixed parentage follow the same order. There are 26,884 foreign-born Czechs," 28,593 Greeks, and 12,000 Chinese. All told there are representatives of at least seventy nationalities in New York, from Bulgarians to Yemenites. Cutting across national categories are the Jews, of whom the city has about two million; New York is, as everybody knows, overwhelmingly the first. Jewish city in the world.
A grave and estimable Bourbon of my acquaintance put it to me a few days ago, with internal frothings but probably with tongue in cheek as well, that the most powerful single influence in the United States today is that of Minsk, the provincial capital of Byelo-Russia. His train of thought went like this. Minsk is the birthplace of Max Lerner, the well-known editorial writer and political scientist* Lerner runs PM. PM runs the American Labor party. The American Labor party runs New York City. New York City runs New York state. And New York state of course runs the nation.2
Hamilton Fish Armstrong, writing in Foreign Affairs, once had some illuminating things to say about the New York potpourri. One is that, in spite of all that has been added, the basic Anglo-Dutch stock still gives marked coloration to the city. Another is that New York's con-glomerateness dates from the very beginning, and has given it a tolerance unmatched by any other American city except one much smaller, San Francisco. From the early Du Fonts to Otto Habsburg, from Leon Trotsky to Haya de la Torre, Manhattan has been traditionally generous to refugees. It has a cosmopolitanism of the mind as well as pocket. It may be built on islands, but it is not insular.
New York of course has religions in profusion too. It is a very strong
2 David Sarnoff, one of the most enlightened capitalists in the United States and president of the Radio Corporation of America, was also born in Minsk.